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The Open System Way
This is my one-page entry to a “invent a new religion” contest. The title suggests that process is more important than content, as content (knowledge, principles, goals, values, etc.) can change. An open system is one that is constantly learning about itself and its environment so that it is better able to adapt to changing conditions thus helping to make it more effective. ‘Closed systems’ assume that truth is static and eternal will not change themselves in any significant ways, and therefore, must become dysfunctional. 
Assumptions about the World
1. There is no beginning or end 
2. The universe is an evolving, self-organizing system in which everything is interconnected

3. "There is no god higher than truth."  (Mahatma Gandhi)
4. Truth is not static but unfolding and flowing--it cannot be captured in a book
5. Only open systems can realize truth, closed systems are cut off from it

6. Evil is anything that blocks the flow of energy, information, learning, creativity, fun, or love.
7. “The meaning of life is to find your gift, the purpose of life is to give it away.” (Anon)                 
8. Deep happiness only comes from serving, uplifting, or protecting others. 
9. The simple purpose of life is to be alive! 
(Suggested) Commandments

1. In order to fulfil your purpose, take care of your family, work, and help others you must be fit:  physically, emotionally, mentally, and spiritually. It is a sin not to keep trying to become your ‘best self’ in all those areas.
2. Spiritually fit means, passively: not hurting yourself, others, or the environment—and--actively: working towards a society where all enjoy dignity, freedom, justice, and opportunity
3. You are meant to have fun and enjoy life in this cosmic playground as long as pleasure does not interfere with your health, work/purpose, or relationships 

4. Thou shall always be seeking and sharing truth—if you think you have discovered “the Truth” then you are in error

5. Truth is uncovered by both science and personal experience; doubt everything until proven to your satisfaction, explore, and always ask “why?” 
6. Thou shall not indoctrinate children, but expose them to all perspectives and beliefs for they are developing autonomous beings; this also applies to their career choices, political affiliation, sexual orientation, life partner, and other life-style choices
7. Thou shall not preach to or try to convert others, as that infers that you have the “truth” (lucky you!) and the rest of humanity is living in ignorance; if you really want to ‘change others,’ then live your values
8. "There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. The other is as though everything is a miracle" (Albert Einstein). See the beauty and awe in every moment in every task, every experience. Every day express gratitude and be content with what you have so far. Cheap happiness is collecting possessions. 
9. Thou shalt “Make your own Bible. Select and collect all the words and sentences that in all your readings have been to you like the blast of a trumpet.” (Ralph Waldo Emerson)
10. Thou shalt always “to thine own self be true” (Shakespeare). “Your time is limited, so don't waste it living someone else's life. Don't be trapped by dogma - which is living with the results of other people's thinking. Don't let the noise of others' opinions drown out your own inner voice. And most important, have the courage to follow your heart and intuition” (Steve Jobs). 
